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[[Page 1 – Letter]]
[[translation from German provided by donor]]
5.2.34.
Mr. Temianka,
Before I leave on a trip, I want to tell you
something important. I heard that Sevcik, who was
engaged last year by the Guildhall school, had a
tremendous number of students and auditors.
Now I have no idea whether the Guildhall has
the intention to continue this project, and the
main question is whether the Guildhall would
pay enough that it would be worth my while.
But let's assume that it is the case;
then it would have enormous advantages for me, because
all administrative matters would not have
to be handled by me, and I would have the necessary
accommodations at my disposal. Although I don't believe
that the Guildhall would pay me my fee,
I think we should at least make a stab in this direction.The director is Sir Landon Ronald,
as you know, and we must test him,
as they say in Dutch. I therefore propose
the following:
Please ask to meet with Ronald in,
as you will tell him, an important matter. In the
course of that meeting, you must above all emphasize
the importance of my personality in the pedago-
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gic field. Tell him that I have always had the greatest
positions in this field, and students coming from
the whole world. In brief, make his mouth water.
Then tell him that after October I will probably
no longer be in Berlin, although the Nazi regime wants to
hold on to me at any price, and that I originally had the intention
of coming to London for a three-month master class.
This master class has been planned in a big hall, for auditors.
But before I make a final decision in this matter,
I would like to know whether the Guildhall
is ready in principle to carry on this course on their account,
and to engage me for a firm fee. Of course you must tell him
at the same time that I am very expensive, because I
am used to receiving from my English students up to 5 guineas per hour. Further, make it clear to him that with such
a big enterprise, one can count on a large number of
passive listeners, who will of course cover part of
the expenses. If he doesn't bite, then it is
not excluded that he might do so next year.
But I think we mustn't let this chance slip by,
also for the reason that it would simplify the whole matter
enormously for us both, plus the fact that
I would automatically receive the labor permit. In order that
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Landon understand that he will have my agreement,
I am enclosing a few lines of introduction, from which he will see
that you are authorized to negotiate in my name.
Yesterday I was at Schnabel's, who also called
my attention to something very important. He said that
in such a public course the pupils who plan to play should
absolutely be screened in advance, lest I suddenly
have a beginner in front of me, and impossible
to teach him in front of listeners. He therefore said that I should
absolutely have trial hearings in advance, where those students
are selected who are sufficiently advanced for lessons in public.
The others one can always teach in private, if one wishes.
So, dear Temianka, take this matter
in hand and try to find out whether there are
any possibilities for giving this course.
Cordial greetings from your

Flesch

P.S. I have written to Boult that you will ring him
when you come back.

